
òOur Historyó

Historic Marple Township 



Francis Stanfield House 
c. 1685

Crum Creek Rd.

Francis Stanfield came to 
America from the Cheshire area 
of England landing in Chester in 

Sept. of 1683.

He was what became known as a 
òfirst purchaseró of land from 

Wm. Penn.

He and his family, settled in 
what would become Marple 

Township. 

He was one of Marpleõs first 
Provincial Assemblymen and 
played a major role in naming 

our township    



1702 Rhoads Tannery 
c.1702

Along Reed Rd.
Demolished in the 1960õs

One of the first Tanneries in 
Pennsylvania was that of John 

Rhoads who came to America in 
1699 and purchased land in Marple 

Township. When he died in 1701 
and left his land to his son Joseph, 
who established a tanyard there in 

1702.

The entire operation was moved to 
larger quarters in the industrial city 
of Wilmington, Delaware in the late 

19th century.

It is still in business and is 
considered the one of oldest 

companies in the United States.



Bartholomew Coppock 
House ca.1727

Demolished in 1965 in order to 
build Cardinal O'Hara High School

The Coppock Family settled in 
Marple and Springfield Townships 

in the late 17th century.

The family in Marple became noted 
joiners (cabinetmakers) and operated 
a sawmill along Whetstone Run in 

Marple. 

Some of their furniture is in the 
Philadelphia Art Museum and 

Winterthur Museum in Delaware



Maris House c. 1750
West Chester Pk.

Built by noted Quaker Jonathan 
Maris this stone farmhouse 

retains many early architectural 
features including a walk-in 

cooking fireplace and 6 corner 
fireplaces.   For most of the 19th

century it served as the 
farmhouse of the Fawkes family. 

In 1897 it was purchased by 
Robert Culbertson and today is 
the offices of the DeLiberty Law 

Firm.



BarnardusVan Leer House 
c. 1742

Dr. Barnardus Van Leer came to 
Marple Township in 1697 as a 

young man.  He returned to Europe 
in the early 18th century and studied 
medicine in Scotland.  He returned 

to Marple and built his home in 
1742.  

He was also the owner of a mill 
along trout run in Marple.

His son Bernardus married 
Anthony Wayneõs sister and fought 

at the Battle of Paoli.

Dr. Van Leer practiced medicine 
until he passed away at the age of 

103


